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FORFWORD ——————————

This album of Armenian national costumes, that is being presented to culture-loving
publicity, is the result of hard work during the last decade of the painter Gevorg
Broutian’s (1888-1952) life.

G. Broutian was born in Alexandrapol (now Gyumri) in a honorable family, that had
migrated from Taron region of Western Armenia a century ago. He was the oldest son of
the distinguished musician, folklorist, pedagogue and painter Arshak Broutian.

He gained his primary education in his native town, then studied in the college of fine
arts in Tiflis. Returning to Alexandrapol he has worked as a teacher of painting in pub-
lic schools, took part in mural decoration of the churches Holy Savior and Holy Virgin
(Seven Wounds).

After the occupation of Alexandrapol by the turks in 1920 and the sovietification of
Armenia, G. Broutian became deeply engaged in the affairs of organization and develop-
ment of cultural activities in his native town: he has initiated the foundation of art school,
association of artists, has collaborated with the press as an engraver, has been the art dec-
orator of the theatre, etc, In 1922 he has founded the art museum in Leninakan.

In 1937 he moved to Yerevan with his family, where continued his creative activity,
illustrated many books for children, school books (also kurdish).

G. Broutian’s creative work majorly consists of portraits and scenes of native folk life.
Many of I}isfwogks were exhibited in Alexandrapol, Yerevan, Tiflis and Moscow.

He was the contemporary and beloved friend of such celebrities as A. Isahakian, .
Demirjiﬁn, R. Melikian, S. Mercurov. He was greatcly favored and respected by his fel-
low artists, many of them being his own pupils. He was one of those modest workmen of
culture, whom bestly fit Stanislavsky’s wise words: ” Love the art inside yourself, not
yourself in the art.”

Gnel Broutian
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